
2 Samuel 11 & 12 
Speaker: Kelsey Sandvall 

Lesson 17 
 

“To love you as I should, I must worship God as Creator. When I have learnt to love God better than my 
earthly dearest, I shall love my earthly dearest better than I do now. […] When first things are put first, 

second things are not suppressed, but increased.” – C. S. Lewis 
I. Introduction: Follow your heart? 

 
 

II. Review: God’s provision & promises to David; David’s reign so far (2 Samuel 7-10) 
a. God has given David… 

i. …unconditional _________________ promises (7:9-16)  
ii. …_________________ in great wars against Israel’s enemies; “And the LORD gave 

victory to David wherever he went.” (8:14) 
iii. …_________ from his enemies; “Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord 

had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies...” (7:1)  
b. How has David acted in response? 

i. “David administered __________________ and _______________ to all his people.” 
(8:15) 

ii. Above & beyond; extends “the _______________________ of God” (9:3) to 
Mephibosheth, a potential threat to throne (9:1-13), and to Hanun the Ammonite 
king, a foreigner and potential adversary (10:1-2). 

 
III. Setting the stage (2 Samuel 11:1) 

a. Wartime  
i. Where are the Israelites? 

 
ii. Where is David? Is he safe? 

 
 

IV. The crime of ___________________________ (2 Samuel 11:2-5) 
a. The dual meaning of David’s position (v. 2) 

 
b. David is all action, and in control 

i. Sees a woman (Hbw. “she was _____________________________________”) (v. 2) 
ii. Inquires after her  

 
iii. 3 stark phrases: he ______________ her, she _______________ to him, he 

_____________ with her (v. 4) 
c. “I am pregnant.” (v. 5) 

 
 

V. The cover-up & the crime of murder (2 Samuel 11:6-21) 
a. Plan A (2 Sam. 11:6-11) 

i. 3x: sent (v. 6) 
ii. 3x: shalom (v. 7)  



iii. Uriah’s three-fold oath (v. 11): He would not __________, ____________, or 
__________________ 
 

b. Plan B (2 Sam. 11:12-13) 
i. Compelled to eat, compelled to drink, and made drunk (v. 13) 

 
c. Plan C (2 Sam. 11:14-17) 

i. Uriah carries his own death warrant to Joab (v. 14-15) 
ii. Joab “improves” upon plan (v. 16-17) 
iii. Uriah dies, and other innocent men unnecessarily with him (v. 17, 24) 

 
VI. The aftermath (2 Samuel 11:22-27) 

a. The news: “David said to the messenger, ‘Thus shall you say to Joab, “Do not let this 
matter displease you…” (v. 25)  

i. Literally, “do not let this thing ___________________________________” 
b. “The woman” 

 
c. The One who sees: “But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.” (v. 27b) 

i. Literally, “But the thing that David had done was 
_______________________________________” 
 

ii. Why has God not been mentioned in the text until now? 
 
 

VII. Nathan SENT to David by God (12:1-15) 
a. Story (12:1-4) 

i. “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor.” (v. 1) 
 
 

b. Indictment (12:5-10) 
i. David’s unwitting self-indictment; “the man who has done this deserves to die” (v. 

5) – literally “________________________________”  
1. Nathan flips on the lights: “_________________________________________!” (v. 

7) 
ii. God gave (and gave and gave…)  

1. “And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more.” (v. 8) 
 

iii. Two-layer indictment 
1. “despised the word of the LORD” / “have despised me [the LORD]” (v. 9, 

10) 
2. “[done] what is evil in his sight” (adultery + murder) 

 
iv. Verdict (12:10-12) 

1. For the murder: “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your 
house” (v. 10) 

2. For the adultery: “I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to 
your neighbor” (v. 11) 
 



v. Confession (12:13)  
1. “I have sinned against the LORD.” (v. 13a) 

 
 

vi. The message of grace; the necessity of consequences 
1. “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.” (v. 13b) 

a. Davis: grace is “God’s 
something-for-nothing-when-we-don’t-deserve-anything” 

2. “the child who is born to you shall die” (v. 14) 
VIII. The process of reconciliation & redemption (2 Samuel 12:16-31) 

a. Reconciliation of David with God: David’s child dies 
i. Understanding of Yahweh: “who knows whether the LORD will be gracious to 

me?” (v. 22) 
 

ii. Understanding of his sin 
 

b. Reconciliation of David with Bathsheba  
i. Name 
ii. “went in to her” (v. 24) 

 
c. Reconciliation of David with his offspring; birth of Solomon 

i.  “the LORD loved him” (v. 24) 
ii. Solomon in line to Christ: “And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 

Uriah”  
 

d. Reconciliation of David with Joab and with his people 
i. Victory at Rabbah 
ii. Return to Jerusalem  

 
 
Big Ideas 
 
1. David looks at what God has done → loves his neighbors 

- 1 John 2:10 “Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for 
stumbling.” 
- Psalm 37:3-4 “Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 
Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” 
- Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not 
wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.” 

 
 
 
 
2. David looks at what his own heart desires → destroys his neighbors 

- Romans 3:10 “As it is written, ‘None is righteous; no, not one.’” 
- Jeremiah 7:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand 
it?” 



- Mark 7:21 “For from within, out of the heart of man come…evil things…and they defile a 
person.” 
- James 1:14-15 “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death.” 
- 1 John 4:20 “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” 
- Romans 6:20-21 “For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For 
the end of those things is death.” 

 
 
3. God sees David; God judges David; God gives grace to David 

- Psalm 11:4 “His eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.” 
- Matthew 10:26 “Nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.” 
- Exodus 20: 13-14, 17 “You shall not commit murder. You shall not commit adultery. […] You 
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife…” 
- Psalm 51:11-12 “Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salveation, and uphold me with a willig spirit.” 

 
 
 
 
4. David looks back at what God has done → reconciled to his neighbors 

- Psalm 51:1-4, 6, 10 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against, 
you, you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in 
your words and blameless in your judgment. […] Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. […] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me.” 
- Romans 6:12 “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.” 
- Romans 6:22 “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.” 
- John 13:35 “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

 
 
 
 
5. The restoration of our hearts through the Son of David  

- Ephesians 2:4-10 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: Follow your heart? Or be a woman after God’s own heart? 
 
 
 
 
References: Davis, Dale Ralph, 2 Samuel: Out of Every Adversity; Woodhouse, John, 2 Samuel: Your 
Kingdom Come; Gabrysch, Kay, 1 & 2 Samuel: Rise of the Lord’s Anointed;  
All Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted.   


