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I. Reviewing 1 Corinthians

Some of the issues
o Avoiding factions
o Addressing sin inside the church 
o Settling arguments with other believers
o Getting engaged or married
o Visiting a non-Christian’s house
o Eating food sold in the market
o Celebrating the Lord’s supper
o Figuring out who does what in the church community
o Theological disputes about the end times

Principles
Don’t get in the way of the gospel.
Do everything out of love for God and consideration for others.

II. Introducing 2 Corinthians

If 1 Corinthians… Then 2 Corinthians…
is heavy on the facts delves deeper into the heart

confronts the sexual sinner meets that sinner in their grief

urges considerate relationships with 
non-Christians

stands with you when non-Christians 
turn hostile 

commands you to use your God-given 
gifts to love wherever God has placed 
you

says that does not mean it will be 
smooth sailing (but it will be 
worthwhile)

Shows love in action when life is going 
well

Shows love in action when it is not 
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III. 2 Corinthians 1

Verses 1-3: Who is this coming from?

Verses 4-11: Why do we suffer?

o Experience God’s comfort (v3,4,5,7) 
o Deepen our fellowship with God and others (v4,6,11) 
o Remind us that suffering afflicts all, not just the guilty (v5)
o Comfort others (v4,6)
o Be a testimony to others – nothing reveals a person’s faith like fire (v6)
o Build our character, producing patience and endurance (v6)
o Rely on God not ourselves (v9)
o Recognize God’s power (v9-10)
o Lead us to worship and thanksgiving (v11)

Verses 12-24: Can we trust this/them?

IV. Key Themes

Followers of Christ will suffer.

Through suffering, we find comfort. 

We should work to alleviate suffering. 


