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Opening Question: 

 
In Acts 1:8, Jesus tells his followers that they are to be his witnesses in the world. Christians are 
called to share their faith with others. What do you think about that? 
 
 
Main Idea: 

 
Bearing witness to Christ is a Christian’s ethical responsibility to tell the truth. 
 
 
Scripture: 

 
One principle in Scripture is God’s commands are not arbitrary. When God calls his people to do 
something, it is because it fits who we are and how we are to relate to him. When we understand 
this, it shifts our first question from “What do you want to me to do?” to “Why do you want me to 
do this?” It moves obedience from task to relational transaction. Believers in Christ are called to 
share their faith. Why? To help us see the spirit behind why we’re called to bear witness with our 
lives to Christ, look at Peter’s words to a church facing persecution for their witness. Here Peter is 
not chastising believers for concealing their faith. They are not being lazy or cowards. Rather, they 
are being persecuted for being publicly known as Christians. Peter does more than tell them what 
to do. He tells them who to be—and that who they are is, in fact, their witness.  
 
1 Peter 3:8-16 (ESV) 
 
8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 
9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 
called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10For: 
 

“Whoever desires to love life and see good days, 
  let him keep his tongue from evil 
   and his lips from speaking deceit; 
11let him turn away from evil and do good; 
   let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
   and his ears are open to their prayer. 
 But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  

 
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame.  



Reflection: 

 
This passage contains a key verse we often appeal to concerning our call to live as public witnesses 
for Jesus. Peter says, “Be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you.” In the context of Peter’s instruction to share the reason for our faith, he tells 
us why we must do it: Bearing witness to Christ is an ethical responsibility to tell the truth. 
 
The story about our relationship with Christ is not ours to keep. Why? Because the Gospel doesn’t 
just change what we think. It changes who we are. We become people with a new purpose, with a 
chief end—to glorify God and enjoy him forever. We become people joined to Christ in such a way 
that nothing in all creation can ever separate us from his love. We live every day in this hope. 
 
So when Christ calls believers to bear witness to him, we have an ethical obligation to obey. He’s 
calling us to declare our allegiance to the King of Creation, and to tell the truth about how we came 
to be citizens of his Kingdom. We’re not just imparting information when we share our faith. We’re 
first-hand witnesses of Jesus and the grace he gives. If you are a Christian, you’re not just a journalist, 
reporting someone else’s story. You are a witness, proclaiming your own story of God’s redeeming 
grace to an otherwise hopelessly lost world.  
 
Living as a witness for Christ is telling the truth about who we are, and declaring our allegiance to 
the One to whom we belong. Evangelism is not meant to be a task, but something more like a song 
that flows out of someplace deep inside of us. This is my story. This is my song. It is the song about 
the reason for the hope in us. And that flows from a deep love and affection for Jesus. 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

 

 When you think of the word “evangelism”, what is your reaction? What images or activities 
come to mind? Does today’s Scripture passage help reshape that image for you?  
 If so, in what way? 

 How does Peter tell Christians to bear witness about the hope they carry? What should be 
the Christian’s disposition and character as they bear witness? Why? 

 The main idea in this study is that bearing witness to Christ is the work of telling the truth. 
Is this perspective helpful for you? If not, why not? If so, why? 

 
 
Closing Thought 

 
Bearing witness to Jesus is about more than making sure we ask everyone we encounter if they know 
the Lord as their personal savior. Peter says, “Live in such a way that people will look at you and 
ask you about the hope that is in you.” Bearing witness is telling the truest, best, most beautiful story 
we know. We tell it in how we celebrate. How we grieve and lament. How we navigate life. And for 
the person who knows Jesus, it is the best story we know. 
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Opening Question: 

 
Share a time you were truly moved by a sense of wonder. 
 
 
Main Idea: 

 
Humility marked by a sense of wonder is very evangelistic. It will prompt people to ask you to give 
a reason for the hope that is in you. 
 
 
Scripture: 

 
What does personal humility have to do with evangelism? Remember that evangelism is the act of 
bearing witness to the grace of God and finished work of Christ. Christians are first-hand witnesses 
to God’s work, and those things should draw from us deep wonder, affection, and conviction that 
the Gospel is necessary in our lives.  
 
Evangelism is the overflow of a heart transformed by grace. For Christians, the Gospel is the best 
story we know, the sweetest song, the most daring rescue with the most valiant hero. We are the 
rescued ones—which means for our testimony to be honest, it must be humble. An honest, humble 
witness is struck by the wonder, affection, and usefulness of the Gospel.  
 
John was an apostle whose humility was marked by a sense of wonder at what Christ had done for 
him. John, who referred to himself as “disciple whom Jesus loved” showed an evangelistic sense of 
wonder even in the name he gave himself. John’s awe and wonder over the love of God is seen in 
his writing: 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are! The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him” (1 
John 1:3). 

 
In this verse, John is saying, “This Gospel, can you believe it!” John doesn’t just observe the fact 
that God loves us, he exclaims it! The Greek for “see what kind of love the father has given us” is 
an idiom that Greek readers would read as something like, “Can you believe this love? It is alien, 
like something from another planet!” This is wonder.  
 
The Apostle Paul also points at this wonder in 2 Corinthians 4:7: 

“What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if 
you did not receive it?”  

 
Every good thing in our lives, we received. For the Christian, this means God’s grace is a wonderful 
gift. 
 



Reflection: 

 
Does awe define our evangelism? To answer this we must first ask, Does wonder define our 
worship? Tim Keller wrote: “Here is the way you can tell whether you are a Christian or a religious 
person. A real Christian is a person who says, ‘it is an absolute miracle that God loves me. It’s just 
a miracle that I am a Christian.’ This is actually an acid test… a Real Christian is somebody who sees 
everything that comes as a gift. In other words a real Christian sees that you are totally in debt to 
God, but a religious person is someone who is working hard and making an effort and trying to be 
good, going to Bible studies and just saying ‘no’ everywhere, and denying themselves a lot of 
pleasures. A religious person is someone who is trying to put God in their debt.” 
 
Wonder is a contagious character trait—its existence itself in us is a witness to the world of 
something deep, powerful, and unseen. People intuitively believe there is something more. When 
we see it, we lean in to listen. “Give me the reason for the wonder in you. What is that about?” 
 
There is an open-handedness to wonder that is very inviting because it is honest and humble. It says, 
“Beauties and powers lie beyond what I can see. I need them and they are given. I am curious about 
the world.” Without humility, we lack teachability. Without teachability, we cut ourselves off from 
wonder. Without wonder, even God himself will bore us. But true, sincere, childlike wonder is both 
inviting and fitting when it comes to the Gospel. “What kind of love is this!” 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

 

 To what extent do you think humility and wonder are valued in our culture today? Why? 

 Do you agree with the premise of this discussion—that humility and a sense of wonder are 
evangelistic? Why or why not? 

 Andrew Murray wrote, “Humility is simply acknowledging the truth of our position as 
creature, and yielding to God His place.” In your view, what does true spirituality humility 
look like? 

 What are some practical ways we can grow in humility and deepen our sense of wonder? 
 
 
Closing Thought 

 
Wonder is a form of humility, and it is very attractive because we know we were created for 
something more than what we see. It is as C.S. Lewis wrote in The Weight of Glory, “If I find in myself 
a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was 
made for another world.” It doesn’t matter how wealthy or successful you are. It doesn’t matter how 
simply you live or how laidback you are. All of us know a deep longing that tells we were made for 
a life where things were good and right, and this is not that world. Every so often something happens 
that whispers to our souls that there is hope amid the wreckage, resounding deep within like a bell. 
It happens when the good guys win, or when the bride appears at the back of the wedding hall and 
walks to take the hand of her groom, or the first time a newborn cries. People ache for this because 
they ache for peace—peace with God. To all this the Gospel says of Christ, “Yes! How amazing is 
that. What kind of love is this!” 
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Opening Question: 

 
How did you first hear about Christianity? And if this is your faith, who or what persuaded you to 
believe? 
 
 
Main Idea: 

 
Loving Jesus means obeying Jesus, which means loving others, which means befriending people 
who don’t share our faith. The Lord works through relationships. Our own stories bear this out. 
 
 
Scripture: 

 
Our mission at Christ Presbyterian Church says “our faith will be a public faith. We will aspire to 
love and serve all our neighbors in the places where we live, work and play. We will host and 
encourage civil conversations that unite believers, seekers, and nonbelievers around shared interests, 
in hopes that the truth, beauty, love, and justice of God will be brought to bear on the most central 
and pressing issues of our time.” 
 
Evangelism is truth-telling—being honest about the reason for our hope. Most of our opportunities 
to share our faith will be with people we know—people in our circles. Having friends in our lives 
who believe differently than we do is a crucial part of being involved in the Gospel renewal of others. 
Cultivating those friendships as an expression of love to our neighbors. 
 
Jesus teaches us, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). And what are 
his commandments? The great commandments are to love God and love others.  

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ He said to him, ‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commands depend all the Law and the Prophets’” (Matt 22:36-40). 

 
And how will the world know we are Christians? By our love—our love for God and others.  

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”  
(Jn 13:35). 

 
Do you see the connection here? Loving Jesus means obeying Jesus, which means loving others—
and if there is one thing we cannot pretend to do, it is to love people. Paul describes the love we 
should have for one another like this: 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality” (Rom 12:9-13). 



Reflection: 

 
A central part of sharing our faith is learning our audience and communicating to them. When we 
look at Jesus’ evangelistic style, we see he didn’t have just one. He was always aware of who he was 
talking to and how they were seeing the world at that time. Sometimes he was tender, like with the 
woman caught in adultery. Sometimes he was strong, like with the Pharisees. Sometimes he was 
winsome, like with Zacchaeus. Other times he was challenging, like with the rich young man, cutting 
through layers of presumed innocence to expose idols in the young man’s heart. 
 
Sometimes people responded to Jesus by repenting of their sins and other times they walked away 
sad because what Jesus was calling them too was just too costly for them. Sometimes he left people 
with something to think about, and nothing more. Sometimes he was direct, other times cryptic. 
Sometimes he was very formal and other times casual. Sometimes he asked questions, other times 
he made declarations. Sometimes he embraced, other times he defied. The point is each situation 
allowed for a unique touch. What did they have in common? He loved his audience. 
 
How we testify has to do with our audience. We should seek to know our audience and their context 
as best as possible—and speak the truth about Jesus in language and tone that meets them where 
they are. This requires humility, respect, and flexibility. 
 
Because Christ is the Lord of salvation, he liberates us from feeling the need to “close the deal” by 
asking everyone we meet for a profession of faith on the spot. But he also liberates us to be so bold 
as well, publicly and privately, when that’s what the situation calls for. But regardless of how things 
begin, the common thread with Jesus is that things eventually come back around to his Father’s 
kingdom and the reason Jesus came.  
 
Jesus both initiates and responds in conversation. He loves the ones to whom he speaks, and he 
wants good for them. This is our model—to initiate when you can and respond when you’re asked. 
Love people and recognize that they need what only Christ can give. Imitate him and be zealous for 
what is good. Love the life he gives openly and publicly. This is our witness. 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

 

 Is it easy or difficult to befriend people who believe differently than you? Elaborate. 

 How has your view of evangelism and evangelistic method changed over the years? Why? 

 What does it look to practically love people who believe differently than you? In what ways 
does the work of loving others well serve in the process of conversion?  

 Do you have a personal story you would be willing to share about how someone’s love for 
you was instrumental in your faith journey? 

 
 
Closing Thought 

 
Loving those who need to know the love of Christ is not just a good idea, it is crucial. It is also the 
example of Jesus. He spent time with such a range of folks—outsiders, insiders, and people who 
were known by their reputations—some for their failures and sins, others for their prestige and 
religiosity. Not every relationship led to faith, and not every conversion was instant. But he loved 
people who did not believe in him. We’re called to do the same, which is impossible to do without 
befriending people who believe differently than we do. The Lord works through relationships. 
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Opening Question: 

 
Name two or three moments that have most defined you spiritually. 
 
 
Main Idea: 

 
Though conversion happens in a moment, in which a person moves from spiritual death to spiritual 
life, it often looks like a process.  

 Discuss this process as you work through this study. 
 
 
Introduction: 

 
For many, if they were to explain their spiritual journey, they would describe it not so much as a 
“moment of conversion” (Ephesians 2) but as a process. Tim Keller writes helpfully about this:  

“Many people process from unbelief to faith through “mini-decisions.” We hold to the 
classic teaching [that] to be a Christian is to be united with Christ by faith so that the merits 
of his saving work become ours and his Spirit enters us… You either are a Christian or you 
are not, because being a Christian is, first of all, a ‘standing’ with God.” 

 
To be clear, there are no degrees of conversion. A person is either justified by grace through faith, 
or they aren’t. That said, the experience of conversion often looks like a process. Keller continues:  

“However, we also acknowledge that coming to this point of uniting to Christ by faith often 
works as a process, not only as an event. It can occur through a series of small decisions or 
thoughts that bring a person closer and closer to the point of saving faith. In a post-
Christendom setting, more often than not, this is the case… People simply do not have the 
necessary background knowledge to hear a gospel address and immediately understand who 
God is, what sin is, who Jesus is, and what repentance and faith are in a way that enables 
them to make an intelligent commitment. They often have far too many objections and 
beliefs for the gospel to be readily plausible to them.” 

 
In a sound bite culture which tends to turn complicated, historical truths into oversimplified 
caricatures, it should come as no surprise that people who’ve not been near the heart of orthodox 
Christian teaching would have misconceptions about what Christians believe. Keller concludes: 

“Therefore, most people in the West need to be welcomed into community long enough for 
them to hear multiple expressions of the gospel — both formal and informal — from individuals 
and teachers. As this happens in community, nonbelievers come to understand the character of 
God, sin, and grace. Many of their objections are answered through this process. Because they 
are ‘on the inside’ and involved in ongoing relationships with Christians, they can imagine 
themselves as Christians and see how the faith fleshes out in real life.” 

 
A lot of the process of conversion is the work of asking questions and seeing and hearing people 
give a reason for the hope that is in them. Keller sketches this process in in six unique “steps”: 



The Process of Conversion (Adapted from Tim Keller’s book “Serving a Movement”) 

 
1. Awareness: “I see it.” The person begins to clear the ground of stereotypes and learns to 

distinguish the gospel from legalism or liberalism, the core from the peripheral. He or she 
makes mini-decisions like these: 

 “She’s religious but surprisingly intelligent and open-minded.” 

 “A lot of things the Bible says really fit me.” 

 “I see the difference between Christianity and just being moral.” 
 

2. Relevance: “I need it.” The person begins to see the slavery of both religion and irreligion 
and is shown the transforming power of how the gospel works. Examples of mini-decisions 
here are as follows: 

  “An awful lot of very normal people really like this church!” 

 “It would really help if I could believe like she does.” 

 “Jesus seems to be the key. I wonder who he was.” 
 

3. Credibility: “I need it because it’s true.” This is a reversal of the modern view that states, 
“It’s true if I need it.” If people fail to see the reasonableness of the gospel, they will lack 
the endurance to persevere when their faith is challenged. Examples of mini-decisions 
include thoughts like these: 

  “You can’t use science to disprove the supernatural.” 

 “There really were eyewitnesses to the resurrection.” 

  “I see now why Jesus had to die — it is the only way.” 
 

4. Trial: “I see what it would be like.” The person is involved in some form of group life, 
in some type of service ministry, and is effectively trying Christianity on, often talking like a 
Christian — even defending the faith at times. 
 

5. Commitment: “I take it.” This may be the point of genuine conversion, or sometimes a 
person will realize conversion already happened and they just didn’t grasp it at the time. See 
Jesus’ parable of the soils in Matthew 13:1-30. Examples of mini-decisions include: 

 “I am a sinner.” 

 “I need a Savior. I will believe in Jesus and live for him.” 

 “Though there are a lot of costs, I really must do what Jesus says.” 
 

6. Reinforcement: “Now I get it.” Typically, this is the place where the penny drops and the 
gospel becomes even clearer and more real. For this dynamic to occur, at least three factors 
must be in place: the person must have in his or her life believers with relational integrity, 
pastoral support, and spiritually safe venues to practice their faith. 

 
 
Closing Thought 

 
Evangelism is truth-telling—giving a reason for the hope that is in us. Conversion is process God 
is pleased to use us in, even though he clearly does not need to. Our involvement in the conversion 
of others is part of God’s sanctifying, humbling work in us. It is one way he shapes our hearts to 
keep the great commands to love God and others—to love by laying our lives down for the sake of 
others. There is no greater love than this. May he use us in the process of conversion, and deepen 
our love for others in that process by calling us to be part of it. 


